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Brief history of Essex
1820 John Constable paints the iconic Haywain in his native Dedham Vale.

1882 Maldon salt was established and in 1885 first jam preserves were made at Tiptree

1898 Chelmsford's importance as a centre of industry was secured by the arrival of Guglielmo w/ho opened the world's first ‘wireless’
factory and created radio. The fir§t -Iivg , st was from Chelmsford in 1920. L ’N\
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2012 Chelmsford was awarded City stét‘ s




Where is Essex?

Essex is located next to London, Cambridgeshire and Hertfordshire as well as the
continent.

Whether you travel by road, rail or air, getting to Essex couldn’t be easier. Located
on the doorstep of London, the county is served by an excellent rail network and
local bus routes. With accessible travel links from all over the UK and Europe, as
well as convenient road infrastructure, including the M25 and M11, your journey

will be a comfortable and easy one. There are mainline rail links into London and CAMBRIDGESHIRE &
our international gateways at London Stansted Airport, London Southend Airport, ; SUFFOLK
Harwich International Port and London Cruise Terminal at Tilbury offer direct links 51
to London too. : 4 A \ : S
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What makes Essex special?

Situated on London’s doorstep, Essex offers a rich tapestry of everything that makes England great. Boasting the second longest coastline in the UK,
the oldest recorded town, the world’s longest pleasure pier and over 200 attractions, Essex has something for all tastes. The green countryside
speckled with picturesque villages contrasts sharply with the vast coastline, where vibrant seaside towns merge with quiet isolated beaches. So
whether it is shopping, outdoor pursuits, gardens, stately homes or even seal watching you are into, there are lots for those wanting to visit, and
who wouldn’t.

As well as a great day out Essex is perfect for short breaks or longer stays. With an abundance of accommodation from holiday parks, to boutique
hotels, from traditional B&B'’s to glamping, make Essex a base to discover the county as well as neighbouring London and Cambridge and
Hertforshire..

Top Ten Essex Facts

1. According to Essexherald.com Essex is not only the UK’s wealthiest county, but would qualify as the World’s 53rd largest economy.

2. Manningtree is Britain’s smallest town.

3. Whilst Tiptree is the UK’s largest village.

4. In January 1905 it was so cold that the Thames froze over at Southend-on Sea.

5. The largest village green in England is at Great Bentley. It covers an area of roughly 43 acres.

6. One of the World’s oldest traditions and still running, the Dunmow Flitch Trials. Mentioned in Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales and believed to have
begun in the 13th century, the Trials aim to find a married couple who had not quarrelled or repented their marriage during the preceding year and
a day.

7. Between 1560 and 1680 in Essex, 545 people were accused of witchcraft and at least 74 are known to have been executed at the Essex Assizes.
Matthew Hopkins, known as the 'Witchfinder General', was a lawyer from Manningtree, and responsible for the killing of 300 women. His one-time
home is now a popular restaurant, The Mistley Thorn.

8. Layer Marney Tower is the tallest Tudor gatehouse in the UK.

9. Brentwood, home of the wildly popular TV show The Only Way Is Essex, or TOWIE as it is known, is also where the Peasant's Revolt began in May
1381.

10. Southend Pier is the World’s longest pleasure pier.
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1. Tourism is a key contributor to the Essex economy — there are 55,512,003 day and staying trips made to Essex each year with the value of
£3.4 billion. 9.6% of all people in Essex are employed in the tourism industry (66,318 people) Destination Volume and Value Stats 2018.

2. Populatlon of Essex is 1,820,400 - second most populous in the UK (flgs Mid 2018 est. )
”“Ej*\ 3. Essex-covers 3,670 sq km. RN )
q 4. Ess xﬁuas 86 sites of special scientific interest. 2ol Z il e .
) 5. Essex has 14 Boroughs and Districts. e B ) e B Winy o)
LA 6. Over 14,200 buildings have listed status in Essex, and around 1, OOO of those are. recognléefas of Grade III* |i‘r1—f)ortance o
7. UK’s second longest coastline at 350 miles. e - f gL
8. Essex is 70% rural. 158201 !
9. The highest point of Essex is Chrishall Common, which reaches 482 feet (147 m)

10. Essex has 5 Sister Countries / Regions — Jiangsu (China), Picardy (France) Thuringia (Germany) Henrico County (Virginia, USA) and Accra
S (Ghana).




What’s in Essex? T

Essex outdoors Coastal Essex
= 41 green flags for open spaces = 5 Blue Flags for beaches — Thorpe Bay, Shoeburyness,
= 89 Essex Wildlife Trust sites and eight RSPB sites including Shoebury East, Brightlingsea, Dovercourt Bay
the largest conservation project in Europe, Wallasea = The World’s longest pleasure pier at Southend
Island. = Seal watching at Walton-on-the Naze and Foulness Island
= White water rafting at the Olympic venue at Lee Valley = 35 jslands - including the most easterly island Mersea.
< = Mountain biking at the London Olympics venue in Wallesea, and the stunning isolated Osea island
+.% Hadleigh = Water sports at Southend, Bradwell Outdoors, Mersea
= Qver 40 Country parks each with their own attractions, Outdoors and sailing at Burnham.

including High Ropes, Gruffalo and Stick man trails.
= Gardens including Beth Chatto and RHS Hyde Hall and \.
those at Stately homes including Audley End. ‘ ‘
= 5000 km of footpaths and bridleways
=  Qver 60 Golf courses

What Essex is great for?

= Family and animal attractions including Colchester Zoo, Lee Valley White Water Centre, Adventure Island Theme Park

= Shopping - Lakeside, Braintree Village, Chelmsford, Fenwicks Colchester, independent stores made famous by TOWIE at Brentwood

= Luxury - Osea Island, Maison Talbooth, Chelmsford City Racecourse, glamping at Layer Marney Tower, Afternoon Teas

= Historic buildings and sites, including Colchester Castle, iconic stately homes, 6 English Heritage sites and 9 National Trust properties,
Stow Maries the only surviving WW1 aerodrome, 4 heritage railways and historic churches.

= Picturesque scenes including quintessential English villages such as Finchingfield - the most photographed village in Essex, Dedham Vale
and Saffron Walden.
= Nightlife — including theatres, restaurants, casinos, events, bars and clubs made famous by TOWIE ie The Sugar Hut. :""'7’




= Home to Tiptree jam, Maldon salt, Fairfields Crisps, Kelly turkeys, and Jamie Oliver where his mum and dad still run The Cricketers pub in Clavering.
= Wilkin and Sons have 10 tea rooms including one at the factory site in Tiptree

= Award winning Vineyards, including West Street, New Hall , Clayhill and Bardfield. Essex has 27 vineyards and an increasing number of breweries.
= Mersea oysters are sold in top restaurants throughout the World, and at Mersea Island Company Shed and Oyster Bar you can sample them.

= Essex is renowned for its fishing industry, and at the Leigh-on-sea cockle sheds, you can find a huge range of seafood and fresh fish.

Culinary Essex

T —
10 celebrities from Essex 10 films shot in Essex
1. Helen Mirren (actress) 1. The Woman in Black — Osea Island
2. Jamie Oliver (chef) 2. Goldfinger - London Southend Airport
3. Ray Winstone (actor) | 3. Four Weddings and a Funeral — Grays
4. Russell Brand (comedian) 4. Indiana Jones and the last Crusade — Tilbury
2 vson Perry .(artist/sculptor) 5. Who Framed Roger Rabbit — State Cinema, Thurrock
6. Rod Stewart (singer) 23 ] .
7. DermotiO’Leary (presenter) - 6. Batman Begins — Coalhouse Fort, East Tilbury
8. Dorothy L Sayers (authoress) - 7. World War Z- Hanningfield Reservoir
9. John Constable (artist) 8. Full Metal Jacket — Epping
10. Olly Murs (singer) 9. Flyboys — Copped Hall, Epping

10. Ivanhoe - Hedingham Castle
11. The Forth Protocol- Chelmsford




http://www.visitessex.com/this-is-essex.aspx

www.Mayflower400uk.org

*
: http://www.coastalpass.com/
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& Anniversaries

200" Anniversary of the
launch of HMS Beagle
in 1820. The ship took
Darwin around the

e In 2021 all 350 miles of the Essex coast will be accessible, and walkers will be able to
walk the entire stretch as part of the national England’s Coast project.

o Essex 2020 — Inspired by the The British Science Festival,which will be taking place in

Chelmsford and is the region for the first time in it’s 189™ year history, there will be a world, and it's believed

year-long festival of events throughout the county related to STEAM — Science, her remains are buried

Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics — exhibitions, workshops, festivals in Paglesham, Rochford.
100 years celebrating
the 1* radio broadcast

from Chelmsford

and more.
e Discover 2020 - a year long festival of events and activities to mark various heritage

assets in the Rochford District including HMS Beagle.
Marconi factory in 1920

e Mayflower 400 - Various events throughout the year will commemorate the 400" by Dame Nellie Melba.

400" Annniversary of
the Mayflower sailing to
the New World

300" Annniversary of

annivery of the Mayflower sailing. It’s Captain hailed from Harwich and several crew
members. Visit Christopher Jones’ house and a new Heritage Centre which will open
late 2019.

the Naze Tower
600" Anniversary of the
Moot Hall, Maldon



https://www.englandscoast.com/en
http://www.essexfuture.org.uk/essex-2020/
https://www.rochford.gov.uk/leisure-and-tourism/discover-2020
https://www.historicharwich.co.uk/mayflower-400/

u-‘ e The Electric Palace Cinema in Harwich, one of the oldest purpose-built cinemas to survive with its silent
screen, original projection room and facade still intact, re-opens in April/May 2020 after major renovations.

e Mercury Rising is an exciting project that will modernise and transform the Mercury’s much-loved theatre
(in Colchester), safeguarding its future for the whole community. Re-developing the main Foyer,
Auditorium, creating a Café, new backstage facilities and making it accessible for all. Will re-open
September 2020.

*
- il
e Over the next few years Braintree Village (retail outlet shopping), will be undergo a huge transformation i

and ‘facelift’, bringing over 90 fashion, food, beauty and homeware brands together, including a flagship
store, and a great choice of restaurants and cafes in stylish, social and relaxing suroundings.
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e | Visit Essex
{f E 3 County Hall n
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